CHAPTER XII
GANGA RAM AND GANDHI

UT JAS it ever occurred to you," wrote Ganga
JLJ. Ram to Gandhi "while you are travelling
from Bombay via B. B. & C. I. to Delhi that an area
of 500 miles long and twenty miles wide is absolute
desolation, and just think that all that area, multi-
plied by the rainfall, would amount to several crores.
of cubic feet of water, but it passes in the shape of
floods to the sea.... We do not avail ourselves of
the gifts of nature, and allow an enormous volume of
water to go waste.

* If that land was simply cut up by ploughs or by
tractor ploughs," he continued, "so as to intercept
the rainfall, little shrubs and grass will grow over
them and will easily admit to enormous wealth in the
shape of cattle and sheep-breeding. I should like to-
have your opinion in this matter. There are several
other points on which I should like to get your opi-
nion, all calculated to increase the wealth of the
masses on which alone, in my humble opinion, out
future political swaraj is dependant."

There was extensive correspondence
Ganga Ham and Mahatma Gandhi, and

